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Michigan Governor Endorses Stancato and Dewaelsche for Wayne State 
University Board of Governors 

 Seven Former WSU Board Members Also Endorse Stancato and Dewaelsche 

(DETROIT) – Shirley Stancato and her colleague Eva Garza Dewaelsche (de-WALSH), both candidates for 
Wayne State University's Board of Governors, today welcomed the endorsement of Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer. 

"I enthusiastically endorse Shirley Stancato and Eva Garza Dewaelsche for Wayne State University Board 
of Governors. These two women have proven track records of strong leadership and the progressive 
values to guide the direction of Wayne State University. Join me in voting for Shirley and Eva at the MDP 
convention," said Gov. Whitmer. 

Additionally, seven former members of the Wayne State University Board Governors released a 
statement wholeheartedly endorsing Stancato and Dewaelsche while also denouncing the behavior of 
four members of the current board.  

“Wayne State University cannot continue to be led by a divided board, particularly with members who 
don’t respect the boundaries of their governance role and have inappropriately inserted themselves into 
the university’s administrative functions. The university community needs and deserves change at the 
board level to break the logjam that threatens Wayne State’s future. Perhaps more than any other time 
in the history of the university, Michigan Democrats need to pay very close attention to the candidates 
we nominate to serve on the board of this venerable institution. That’s why we are proud to endorse 
two very talented leaders who are seeking the Michigan Democratic Party’s nomination:” 

The endorsement letter was signed by Michael Einheuser, Denise Lewis, Annetta Miller, Eugene Driker, 
Paul Massaron, Gary Pollard and Kim Trent. 

Other endorsements Stancato has received include: 

• Michigan AFL-CIO 
• United Automobile, Aerospace, and Agricultural Implement Workers of America (UAW) 
• Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters and Millwrights 
• American Federation of Teachers (AFT) 
• Former Mayor and Supreme Court Justice Dennis Archer 

Contact: Maureen Saxton 
Email: maureen@vandykehorn.com  
Phone: 517.899.5513 
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• 13th Congressional District Democratic Party Organization 
• MEA Democratic Educators Caucus 
• EMGAGE  
• Michigan Democratic Party Black Caucus 

About Stancato: 

Stancato is running to retain her seat on Wayne State University's Board of Governors. If elected, she 
will continue raising Wayne State's reputation as a leading research university that supports the city of 
Detroit and the state of Michigan. Her immediate priorities include continuing to improve Wayne State's 
graduation rate; supporting Wayne State students, especially those who are first-generation students 
who often come from low-income homes; and elevating Wayne State's transformative criminal justice 
training program as an excellent example to replicate as part of our ongoing national conversation on 
police reform.  

When Governor Whitmer appointed her to this seat, Stancato was committed to Wayne State University 
and proudly accepted. That experience of serving on the board has only increased her resolve to make 
Wayne State the absolute best institution of higher education in Michigan. 

For more information, please visit her campaign website or connect with her on Facebook and LinkedIn. 
Attached is more about Stancato and her platform. 
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